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FROM THE EDITOR 

Welcome to the 32nd volume of the Journal of 
Forensic Document Examination for the year 2024. 
As we embark on another year of rigorous scholarship 
and practical innovation, I am delighted to introduce 
this volume’s thematic focus: the materials integral 
to handwriting—pens, documents, paper, and related 
substrates.

The forensic examination of documents is a 
dynamic field, constantly evolving with advancements 
in technology and research methodologies. This year’s 
volume is dedicated to exploring these advancements, 
specifically highlighting the critical components of 
the materials involved in the creation of handwritten 
documents. This focus is not only timely but essential, 
given the increasing sophistication of both legitimate 
document creation and fraudulent activities.

Our compilation this year aims to achieve several 
key objectives:

Manifesting New Research and Technology: 
The papers presented in this volume showcase 
cutting-edge research and technological 
advancements in the forensic examination of 
handwriting materials. From innovative ink 
analysis techniques to the latest developments 
of mass spectrometry, these studies push 
the boundaries of our current knowledge 
and open new avenues for investigation. 

Practical Utility for Practitioners: We recognize 
that the ultimate value of forensic research 
lies in its application. The insights and 
methodologies discussed in these papers are 
designed to be directly applicable to the work 
of forensic document examiners. Our basic aim 
is that the findings in this volume will enhance 
the toolkit of the expert, providing practical 
solutions to complex and modern challenges. 

Highlighting the Scope and Diversity of Forensic 
Document Examination: The breadth of topics 
covered in this volume underscores the vast 
and variable scope of our field. By examining 
the physical and chemical properties of inks, 

papers, and other writing instruments, we 
gain a deeper understanding of the intricate 
interplay between these materials. This 
knowledge is crucial not only for identifying 
forgeries but also for authenticating genuine 
documents and preserving historical artifacts. 

As you delve into the first two completed papers 
in Volume 32, (we are now publishing papers as they 
are peer reviewed and accepted for publication), I 
encourage you to reflect on the significant strides 
our field has made and to consider the future 
directions of forensic document examination. The 
continued advancement of our discipline depends 
on the collaboration and innovation of researchers, 
practitioners, and academics alike.

Thank you for your continued support and 
dedication to the field of forensic document 
examination. I am confident that the 2024 volume 
will inspire and inform your work, fostering a deeper 
appreciation for the materials that lie at the heart of 
our investigations.

Sincerely,
Michael Pertsinakis, LL.B, Ph.D., MCSFS
Crete, Greece
Editor


